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“The Hall of Church History” (Phillip Johnson) has a wealth of
historical sources, with links to, or copies of, many sites, including
creeds and confessions, the church fathers, the medieval churchmen,
the heretics, the Eastern Orthodox, and the Catholics.

Note on dates: Your notebook should include dates for major events
and persons. On the exam, you should show familiarity with major
dates (such as 325 for the Council of Nicea). For movements and
persons, it will generally be acceptable to inciude the century
(Ambrose was a fourth century bishop of Milan who . . .).

Note on exam(s): All items on the exam(s) will be selected from
the following list but will not be asked in exactly the same
way. [Each exam will consist of a combination of essay-type
guestions (which may or may not be asked as these appear in the
following list) and shori-answer items—identifications, matching,
true/false, etc.—drawn from the topics and persons covered in this
list. Each exam will be made up of both essay questions (50%) and
short-answer items (50%).

Note on presbytery licensure and ordination exams: Many of the
items in the following list appear frequently in PCA presbytery
licensure and ordination exams in church history. For those

anticipating ordination, your notebooks and study for the exam(s)
will be valuable preparation for presbytery church history exams.

PART I: THE EARLY CHURCH

1. Describe briefly the geographic spread of the church in the first
three centuries.

2. Outline the history of the persecutions of the Christian church.
3. Who were the apologists? Summarize their arguments.

4. Describe the factors which led to the formation of the New
Testament canon.
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6. Describe the evolution of church government in the first three or
four centuries.

Identify briefly (with dates [century]), writings, and major
accomplishments) the following church leaders:

7. Polycarp

8. Clement of Rome

9. Ignatius

10. Justin Ma_rtyr

11. Irenaeus

12. Papias

13. Cyprian

14. Tertullian

15. Clement of Alexandria

16. Origen

17. Eusebius of Caesarea
Describe the following heresies in the early church:

18. Gnosticism

19. Ebionism

20. Doceticism

21. Marcionism

22. Montanism

23. Manicheism
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PART ll: THE IMPERIAL CHURCH

25. Discuss the conversion and significance of Constantine.
26. Describe the issue that necessitated the Council of Nicea.
27. ldentify the major participants at the Council of Nicea.
28. What was the result of the Council of Nicea?

29. Sketch the life of Athanasius and summarize his contributions to
the church.

30. Describe briefly the Council of Constantinople and the Council of
Ephesus.

31. Describe the issue that necessitated the Council of Chalcedon.
32. ldentify the major participants at the Council of Chalcedon.
33. What was the result of the Council of Chalcedon?

34. Define monophysite. Give two examples of churches which held
to this belief.

35. What was the Athanasian Creed?

36. Who were the “great Cappadocians™ Why are they important?
37. Who was Jerome? What is his significance?

38. Who was Pelagius? What did he teach?

39. Sketch Augustine's life.

40. Describe Augustine's Confessions.

41. Outline Augustine's position in his controversy with Pelagius.
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43. Discuss Augustine's City of God in its historical setting.
44. What was Donatism? How did the Catholic Church deal with it?

45. Describe the beginnings of monasticism. List some of its early
adherents and describe their significance for the movement.

46. Who was Benedict of Nursia? Describe Benedict's Rule.

47. Who was John Chrysostom? What is his importance?

48. Who was Ulfilas? What is his importance?

Note: Know the information on the chart in Gonzalez (Appendix):
Councils 1-7. This overlaps a number of topics already covered but
provides a handy review. Also know the chart in the syllabus

entitled “Rejected Explanations of the Person of Christ.” Again, this

is largely review of items above. (Oh, well, maybe | am expanding
the list of “The 100 Most Important Things” a little, but just a bit!)

PART Ill: MEDIEVAL CHRISTIANITY
49. When and how did Christianity reach China?

50. Describe Celtic Christianity.

51. Outline several main facts about Christianity in Africa during
the medieval period.

52. Discuss the accomplishments of Gregory the Great.
53. Who was John of Damascus? Why is he important?
54. Describe the conversion of Russia. What is the important date?

55. List the reasons for the division between the Eastern and
Western churches.
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43. Discuss Augustine's City of God in its historical setting.
44. What was Donatism? How did the Catholic Church deal with it?

45, Describe the beginnings of monasticism. List some of its early
adherents and describe their significance for the movement.

46. Who was Benedict of Nursia? Describe Benedict's Rule.

47. Who was John Chrysostom? What is his importance?

48. Who was Ulfilas? What is his importance?

Note: Know the information on the chart in Gonzalez (Appendix):
Councils 1-7. This overlaps a number of topics already covered but
provides a handy review. Also know the chart in the syllabus
entitled “Rejected Explanations of the Person of Christ.” Again, this

is largely review of items above. (Oh, well, maybe | am expanding
the list of “The 100 Most Important Things” a little, but just a bitl)

PART {il: MEDIEVAL CHRISTIANITY
49. When and how did Christianity reach China?
50. Describe Celtic Christianity.

51. Outline several main facts about Christianity in Africa during
the medieval period.

52. Discuss the accomplishments of Gregory the Great.
53. Who was John of Damascus? Why is he important?
54. Describe the conversion of Russia. What is the important date?

55. List the reasons for the division between the Eastern and
Western churches.
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What were the crusades? What did they accomplish? How would

you evaluate the importance of the crusades?

57.

58.

59.

Describe the major theological contributions of Anselm.
Who was Bernard of Clairvaux? What is his importance?

Discuss briefly the significance of Thomas Aquinas for Western

Christianity.

60.

61.

62.

63.
the

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

Who was Duns Scotus? Why is he important?
Who was Thomas Bradwardine? Why is he important?
List the medieval Roman Catholic sacraments.

Describe the doctrines of purgatory and indulgences as held by
late medieval Roman Catholic Church.

What was the Investiture Controversy?

Define and evaluate scholasticism.

Define and evaluate medieval mysticism.

Define and evaluate medieval humanism.

Explain: the via antiqua and the via moderna.

What is nominalism?

What is the modern devotion? Include Thomas a Kempis.

What are the three “ages” of Christianity (or cultural

transmissions of the faith) included in Ancient and Medieval Church
History?

Describe the following opposition movements to medieval
Catholicism:

72. Waldensians

73. Albigensians (Cathari)
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75. Hussites
Identify the following theologians-church leaders:
76. Radbertus
77. Ratranmus
78. Peter Lombard
79. William of Ockham
80. Hildebrand
81. Leo IX
82. Innocent Il
83. Bede
84. Alcuin of York
85. Peter Abelard
86. Savonarola

ldentify the following missionaries (with their fields of missionary
activity):

87. Patrick

88. Columba

89. Columbanus

90. Augustine of Canterbury
91. Willibrord

92. Boniface (Wynfrith)




[image: image8.png]93. Cyril and Methodius

94. Raymond Lull
95. Sketch the life and contributions of John Wycliffe.
96. Sketch the life and contributions of John Hus.
97. Describe the Council of Constance.

98. Who were the four “pre-reformers”™? Write a sentence or two
about the main contribution of each.

99. Name four humanists and four mystics (with appropriate
century).

100. Describe 16th century Roman Catholic missions.

Grading
Time Line or Research Paper = 33% (summer school 50%)

First Exam = 33%
Second Exam = 33% (summer school 50%

Attendance

Each student will keep a record of attendance and will be asked to
indicate on the second exam (or in summer school the only exam) the
number of classes missed. Three absences are permitted without penalty
(one absence in summer school). Additional absences will deduct one
point (three points in summer school) from the final grade.
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